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Powerful Statewide Coalition of Labor and More Than 250 Public 
Health, Environmental, and Environmental Justice Organizations Join 
Forces to Oppose Ballot Measure That Would Eviscerate California’s 

Landmark Environmental Law 
 

Recent polling also shows 72% of voters support strong environmental review 
 
SACRAMENTO, CA - A powerful and well-resourced coalition of California’s labor, public 
health, environmental, and environmental justice leaders today announced the formation of a 
campaign committee to oppose the California Chamber of Commerce’s 2026 ballot measure 
that would dramatically roll back the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the state’s 
landmark public health and environmental review law.  
 
The committee — operating as One Voice for California, sponsored by labor, health and 
environmental organizations — unites the organizing strength of California labor, the credibility 
of the state’s leading public health and environmental advocates and funders, and the people 
power of more than 250 organizations and growing. 
 
The new committee comprises The State Building and Construction Trades Council of 
California, Clean and Healthy California, and a fast-growing coalition including the American 
Nurses Association\California, California Environmental Voters, California Environmental Justice 
Alliance Action, and the National Wildlife Federation. 
 
"The State Building Trades stands with the environmental community in opposing the Cal 
Chamber’s attempt to dismantle key protections under California’s landmark environmental law," 
said Chris Hannan, President of the State Building and Construction Trades Council of 
California. "Undermining the public’s ability to meaningfully participate in project approvals 
would move our state backward, leaving California facing an unsustainable future of 
moratoriums, stalled projects, and worsening natural disasters.” 
 
"Let's call this measure what it is: a power grab that lets polluters build what they want, where 
they want, and forces our communities to live with polluted air and water, and hazardous 
chemicals," said Howard Penn, Executive Director of the Planning and Conservation 
League. "It rips away the strongest tool our local communities have to keep toxic projects away 
from our kids, and our coalition of more than 250 environmental justice, civil rights, clean 
energy, public health, and conservation organizations will not allow it." 
 
"This measure would gut the law that stands between reckless development and the air we 
breathe, the water we drink, and the health of our communities," said Academy-Award 
winning actor and Activist Jane Fonda. "Our coalition is united and prepared to win this fight." 



A weak starting position 
 
The sponsors of this measure, the California Chamber of Commerce, will have an uphill battle 
with voters. This initiative would shift control over development and the way our communities will 
look in the future from residents and elected officials to corporations and developers. Recent 
polling from FM3 Research found that 72% of Californians support strong environmental review 
under CEQA to protect clean water, clean air, and public health. 
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